
Taunton BID Working Group Meeting 

11.12.19 

In Attendance 

Lucy Ball – Destination Marketing                            Tony Derdek – Merchant Menswear 

Colin Barrell – Mr. Miles Tea Room, Chairman BID Working Party            Mark Bouchier – Perkin Warbeck 

Mel Amor – Crystals, Vice Chair Bath Place Traders                                 Rod Salmine – MailBoxes Etc. 

Lee Tomkins – Blackdown Financial, Wilkie May & Tuckwood                  Jon Air - Company Spaces 

Nigel Pearce – Pearce Practice Architects, President Taunton Chamber of Commerce 

Pippa Hughes – Engagement Lead, Somerset West & Taunton Council 

Natalie Kirbyshire – Taunton Garden Town Project Manager, Somerset West & Taunton Council 

Minutes taken by Bethan Turner, Membership & Events Manager, Taunton Chamber of Commerce 

Apologies 

Ben Saunders – Loafers, Chair Bath Place Traders                                  Mike Hill - Hatchers 

Keith Lowe – Orchard Shopping Centre                                                    Bev Corber – Lloyds Bank 

Duncan Brown - GTH                                                                            James Briggs – Mr Miles Tearooms                                  

Nick Chapman – The Castle Hotel                                                           Malcolm Derry 

Fernando Gomez – County Walk Shopping Centre                                 Karen Morledge – Morledge & Co PR 

Sally Petrich - Lakeland 

1 & 2. Welcome & Apologies 

Colin Barrell (CB), as the Chairman for the Working Group, welcomed attendees to the meeting – introductions made for 
the benefit of Natalie Kirbyshire. Apologies noted. 

3. Taunton Garden Town Presentation – Natalie Kirbyshire 

CB introduced Natalie Kirbyshire – Taunton Garden Town Project Manager, Somerset West & Taunton Council who gave 
the group a presentation around the Taunton Garden Town Project. The presentation was paper based, due to the venue, 
however Bethan Turner (BT) will obtain an electronic copy of the presentation slides that can be distributed to the Working 
Group alongside the minutes. 

Natalie explained that Garden Towns or Garden Communities are allocated by the Government and there are 48 in 
England at present. The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government defines garden communities as 
“Communities with local character, good employment opportunities, strong services, integrated and accessible transport, 
innovative use of technology – and beautiful green spaces” Taunton’s interpretation, detailed in the vision document, 
describes a forward thinking and prosperous town of the future. 

The vision document, for those who have not seen it, can be accessed here: 

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/media/1450/taunton-garden-town-vision.pdf 

The actions to bring the Garden Town vision to life is based around 4 key areas: 

• Grow our Town Greener 

• Branching Out 

• Growing Quality Places 

• New Shoots and Blossom 

Natalie took us through typical examples of how each of these are being (or will be) put into practice locally, and how they 
will slot into the strategy, processes and procedures of the different functions of SW&T. 

https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/media/1450/taunton-garden-town-vision.pdf
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Following her presentation, Natalie answered questions from the attendees. She also promised to take feedback back to 
the project team, and Council Directors, around the plans and suggestions for future pedestrianization and traffic 
management, put forward by businesses in the town, through the Chamber of Commerce. These plans and suggestions 
had been made following grave concern by local business that the mistakes made during the St James Street 
pedestrianization trial would likely be repeated when/ if further pedestrianization plans are implemented. CB reported that 
there has been no formal feedback or engagement from SW&T regarding this topic. LB added that with an active BID, 
consultation with BID about any changes in the BID area would be a statutory requirement, which had been recently 
reiterated and clarified in the House of Commons. 

 

Natalie explained that the Garden Town team were looking for opportunities to present to as many groups as possible, 
particularly those in the general public, so if anyone has contacts, or is involved in groups which may find the presentation 
beneficial, please pass the details to her. N.kirbyshire@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk 

 

CB thanked Natalie for her input, she left the meeting at 6.20pm. 

4 & 5. Notes from the last meeting & Issues arising: 

There were no matters arising that were not covered on the agenda. The meeting agreed the minutes of the November 
Working Group Meeting held on 13.11.19 were a correct record of the meeting. 

6. Finalising the circulated draft BID plan 

The attendees spent a considerable portion of the meeting discussing and finalizing the circulated draft BID plan, under 
the following headings: 

• The BID Board: size, representation, recruitment: LB raised the issue of the future BID Board and asked 
members to decide how this should be constituted.  Recruitment would be by nomination and election. If there is a 
positive BID Ballot, all BID voters will be sent a nomination paper to either self nominate or nominate someone 
else. There was discussion about the size and make up of the Board. It was agreed that there should be Council 
representation from each Council and a representative from the Chamber of Commerce. It was further decided 
that it was important to ensure that the Board had a fair representation of the different areas within the BID area, 
as each had their own character, and possibly their own opportunities and issues. The meeting also felt that there 
would be value in each BID business having a ‘neighbour’ on the Board. It was decided that the make up of the 
remainder of the Board should be as follows: 

• Representative       No of representatives 

• The Bridge, Bridge St         1  

• North St, Hammet Street Fore St        2 

• East St, Cheapside, County Walk, Magdalene Lane     2  

• St James, Riverside, Courtyard Lwr. Middle and Coal Orchard   2  

• Orchard Shopping Centre, Paul St, Cheapside    1  

• High St, Crown Walk         2  

• Bath Place and Corporation St      2 

• 1 Taunton Chamber and 2 Council representatives     3 

 

Total           15 Directors 

 

• The BID Boundary: A copy of the map was circulated – the only change that has been made since the last 
meeting is the inclusion of the Department for Work and Pensions and the rest of the premises in the South of   
the High Street  to link Vivary Park to the  BID area 
 

• BID Activities and Initiatives, Budget Allocations: The content of the BID Proposal was discussed at length 
and suggestions and amendments made. BT will send LB a copy of the points raised and amendments made. LB 
will make those amendments and circulate to the group again for further comment ASAP  
 

mailto:N.kirbyshire@somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk
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• The revised BID Timetable had been circulated with the meeting Agenda. The BID Ballot Day will be March 19th 
2020.  
 

• There will be a BID Proposal launch on 22nd January for all voters to attend and make their comments on the 
Plan. A newsletter will be ready for distribution on 6th Jan, which will carry a précis of the proposal for all BID 
voters and an invitation to comment and to attend the meeting. 
 

LB circulated ‘Save the Date’ invite cards to all attendees. These are for distribution to the 
managers/ owners of all businesses BEFORE Christmas please. 

7. Council (SW&T) Meetings  

• CB and LB attended a Member Briefing on Monday 18th November at Deane House. All Councillors were 
invited to this and it was an opportunity to explain the scheme, answer questions and hear their comments on the 
scheme. Feedback overwhelmingly positive, and feedback since from Francesca Smith (Mayor) and Hazel Prior-
Sankey (Chair) has been good. Marcus Kravis appointed as the voter. 
 

• A formal report will be taken to the Executive Council meeting at 6.15 on 18 th December. This will be 
Councillors’ opportunity to make a decision about who and how they will vote on their premises in the BID area. It 
will be important to have good Working Party representation at this meeting – it is open to the public and it is very 
likely that the No BID campaign will be present. Colin Barrell, Nigel Pearce, Lee Tomkins and Mel Amor are able 
to speak on the night, Marc Bouchier will need to check shift patterns and confirm/ decline later. CB will ask Tim 
Lang from McDonalds if he is willing and able to speak also. 
 
 

• This will be ratified at a Full Council meeting at 6.15 on 27th January 2020. Members of the TBWG would be 
most welcome to come along to this meeting. 

8. AOB 

No additional items were raised. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 7.45pm. 

Next Meeting: Wed 8th January at 5.30pm – venue TBC 


